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FOR THE LOVE OF SERENDIPITY

ITSABIRD'S LIFE INARUNACHAL

Last year, Day-2 of the Pakke Paga Hornbill Festival dawned bright and sunny. Salil, one of the founders of Earthbeat, an eco-
conscious theatre group performing at the festival venue in Seijosa, Arunachal Pradesh, was preparing a motley crew of kids to
act as Pakke's denizens. Think costumed tigers, hornbills, monkeys, and all. “Would you like to be the father hornbill?” he asked
me out of the blue. “You are kidding? Of course!” Donning a beautifully made hornbill dress, I joined the team of amateur actors,
and we pulled off a skit to great success. I was no longer just a spectator at Arunachal Pradesh’s famed conservation festival, but
truly a part of it. With baby hornbills running helter-skelter across the stage, us "parents’ tried to our best te retain some order
while raising awareness about the incredible icon that the Great Hornbill is for Pakke and its people.
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Cameras Don't Lie
The return of Pakke

Text by Mandini Velho, Photographs by the Forest Department staff of Pakke

T

Hasee spent the List five gears deing

field work inmany paris of the Palde

Tiger Recerwe. I often mus the fuct

that '] hews newr feen o tger
whills other rosearchere hawe seen tigers
from their base &t ant-poaching camps
Even vistwrs who come for a3 quick
vidt bave been lucky enough to have
stghtimgel T remnnd ropselfl that [ s
10 spot 1 fger, not jusl wywhers but mo
ihe tropicd forerts of Paltke - the same
foeests where | hive Jearnt so much about
the srendipiions inbachion bebueen
Plarts and animals, sbout how maluia
decraies  ami-poaching  efforts  anmd
more rocerdly where I am comparing
the efiewey of Protects d Areas liire Dulres

with the ceiphbousing come v iyared
forests What makes this sbudy mors
amuficint 10 that the nudorddy low prey
Pase of thess Toms s hed phmrneted even
firther becauss of wnregulsta d Dnraimg.
tut is now recovering (Hher forests in
Mortheast Inda are yet b dhowe soch signs
of Tecover

Puleleds nene e d o OTueeT VAl e BATT %
atarted wsrecertly o 2000, with the coming
of Tana Tepl. the lagendwry protectar of
this teserve [Gee Sepchoern Vol KEH
Mo 2, april 20100 Then, when he s
transferted svny Gom Pakke m 2006
ifor political Teacons), anerchy returned
to Paklee. tath photographic evddsnes
tevenbing that poachers Ted reawned

their nefarious aciiities dght mside the
rmserve There was ever one imeuccessfid,
petmdacioue, attempi by poachersto deal
bears temporardy kept inoan anclosire
pendng thar release to the wald Two
domestic camp eephints wers also shot
at by ruthles powhers The herd,
frontline anti-poacking staff members,
all emplowsd as cermal weorkere wers
coempletely darnorbieed and for « la ot
Lonlsed 1ie 1] the goo d work woalde one
tn naught

ABCAE FORSTQuard F. Rlems Infl 8 ldspleasine
at the locabion of his camerm tmp wanished
quekly when he deeoweed among meny
cthers the stunning mags of & tger pewling
fermcinusk whie Doking Aright af the comeral

Sanctuan s Apnl 2013

Reaviving Pakhe
Then, suercifilly nive rnoeths Jien, Tuns
Tap retarsed Cut wat the carrom boards
and 1w bucdeto fo okpatrols, ann powchmg
and forest-raleted wore. In time the #aff%s
capahilitiss impr oved & amatically, nihelast
few enomths, For the very fied Hme, dhe forest
(ledd staffTiae actually begun < cllecting dats
for Pha ee-T af 1he tger @ Amnatl mn ez
Tha Forest Department hee «ppotrded o
poimg fiel d bodng st to moomitor their work
And m a collihoeation with ¥ F-lndia
whiic s has lang been werkeing with e Fovest
Dpartment, the fonest weatchecs huswe been
trathed and are currently underteliing « Wil
CATIAT 4 TP axercien wathin Fakiine.

Fakire 3¢ 1ibe any of the plams fonests
that most wildlifers are Bmiliar wih &
vast tract in fhe northem sgment of (e
patl 36 virbuadly ngecesdble dise to denee
wegstation, hully tamdn Lk of trdls and
the antagomdan of remdents towards ihe
Forest Departrrent. Tana Tapd tackled {he
preblem of suspicion and unfriendlines
towards the Froed Depariment head
. He met with residents from Lehmyg
willuge. md even commos d thern to donste
a pece of lnd to the Fonest Department
to set up oan adi-poachimg corp Locd
uremploped youth fom the villige were
hired as foxest waichers

B den hadeore  enforcemerd
begn poechers who hed the nm
of the fomet instigetad red dets to threaten
to an dovn the anfi-paaching camp and
dermand that the foeed waichers ot Lehmg
be withdawn An wdiz=d Tana Tapi
acied irtege iy by reqponding that thew
wete froe to burn 1t down. He axplaned
o them how they wemild be charged wath
affnees agamst the Sale mder the ndian
Peral Cade. Be sl =aid that b= }=d no
problem if they wanted & Ellow residents
b termduited, welong ue ey gave thio bt
n vt effectaly defluing the amtaion
a5 IO ore Wil d 1o gve waten proof the
they wers tespmsble fo e felloeillag
Loming i jch

Al febba villige, people wart sbout
50 5g koo of the park dsnoufied om
of fear thet thar gowang populeton
rraghe Jagwe them vt mouch smaller land
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A CVE The IMage of & s et anis £ o par wes teian Dy i, Doimary. Camara-tiEps hao ho el
revoiutioni fizk biokagy with minimal o 1o widlfs. The: inaxpenshe and yislding
afhod o doeumant eilerea of @e AT & dargen oo

B O/E Thizwiid DI was <3 pharod on boat quand iviarka Tachand = cameratrap vid pos 1omm the
hiahest prey density 0 Pakke.

e '_\-’f&%‘r&mv % b
ABOVE Athough several of the camera 3ps 58t up were damaged by elephants, endeanng

Im=ages. such as this one of an eleghant emenging from the foest wilth her calf, maoe the
afor wothwnie
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ABCVE Topathe rwith field binkg et Submita Gaysa

n. K Tyem sef up acaren tmpat a oohon thai

Hurred cut o be dhe haurd of s.ch s peciac ilerc mebures s His merbld cat

o 2

ABCWE Thiz mis mersing camera ep pholograoh of a tger by Dest quard Anun Teon would

hene been 3 srong contender 1r the coer pholograph of acchimed wikdie photogrprer

F W Champions boak, The sunale i Sumhahi and

Shadoh.

heldings in deys to come They hawe put
tratuendows  paliticd  pressire tmough
the local MLA, Forest Secretary and even
the Chief Mindeter. 1o dop afficials from
demarcating the bowdary of the tger
reserve Unperburbed by such political
pressure, Tara Tapi and his team — Handka
Brah Milo ¥ing, Fabarn Langhng, Tagru
D Lomme Welly Wemgte Belonghar
and Saper Muing - continne 10 2o abmat
theit work. Al belosws 35 pears of ags, this
taugh group forms the come of the Special
Tiger Protertion Farce (5TPF) of the Pakie
Tiger Beserve, which hae evolved Loto 3
raptd Tesporse taam of 30 fored-f youth,
deglonad to tacke any emergency. [n 2012,
they 1mdertonic & freo-wech operation to
lecate an dd path from Lebng village,
which wis wsed by poachess do scoess the
lower areas of Pakde. For two dige, they
camped M4 TSRO ifeg edling Taw Ode
with no wecess to vata, Tangro ML o
alilled metorelist amd ex-hnter, shoved
them an epiphyle, which held water They
stuffed their pockets with this apphyle
and would chew on 1t whenever they were
thrsty. 1Mo ome could sl for bettar on-the-
| ob-traringin prgle craft.

When they frually reached the wllags
theyr e lacked s with some misgivings
by pecple who mistook therm fa areo
persmnel, bat they were lcky to fmd 4
Zenar o person who gawe thern food ad
a plece to Aoy thet mght. Unformmey,
they did not r=ach Lelung village. Bui they
wemr= determined andembsrked g scond
rmissicrs,. facing simida hardships This
tme, they ol 2 patrolling path dlong o cld
brritmg tradl Thet saene weer, STPF mernbar s
and beat- muar & that patroliad the northern
homdaries seimd e truck-nads of
cane being illegally extracted from the
tiger tserve

Eye in e torest

Thare e no chortous to efectively
profecting forests. Poachers walk and
profecices must tenefone walk ion and
theys st I bheir jungle better {han the
triruders, In juet two and 4 balf months,
the deps taen in Pakke haw produced
spectactler Tesiits, oll capimed om SUTeT L.
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Adding dechnology 4o cldfashicned
patralling 16 an exdly Teplicble draegy
that mmst be wse d actoes dia 1 we s to
stay whead of thoss who woudld destroy our
vl d heritage

Ve launched 3 Best-Camera-Trap-
Image Conbest in Pibes do raise siaf
trorde. The knapes depicted on thess pages
hughlight that the effocts of the staff huve
pud off. T ppiiw tn 4 5dit oo to camera s
dunaged by elephants sm camersdrips
e siolen

In Pabhe Tns Tapi, 3 Sowchoors
Wildife Avwsrd winser, Vil 0T Bo. 6
Ducarnber 20100) leads by emarople and
a4 v rault, Tks bum, bas stuff wears many
dfferert hats. Ferpone has to work in
and for the frwests, whersver they e,
whatever their formal dedignations. Whik
goteg trough the camers-Dap plobires,
T fmnd one of Tane Tapt and 1 e v wene
drvang ddong the purdling roed wduch
runs throngh Palrles from east to west [
remernter Hin teassring e that 1wold
s 3 tiger. He had then stopped at on= of
the m-poichmyg camps to ez tehether
thers wis 1 camnp slephant that codd talse
ur wiio the forest bt they hed not mt
retumed 1o the cotp end so e retumed
to tase without mxploricg the jungle. And
st a5 hack el have it on the ey brail
wee 1ele to explore on elephart Tack, that
wer g eught, o i1 ger shovws dup oo the comere
trgp mnages!

By ihe time this isoe of Sercleey
reaches 1eaders an ewiting sssion of
camera trapping will have snded in Ageil
2013, 1 rernan wasaee as 1o whether 1wl
v i 4 UEL marbled cot a cdouded
leopard m Padse's forest Bt as lomg e
they continue do thrive, well-protected by o
reimmvigrrate  staff. they kesp the magic of 3
tropical forest slive, nn the gronmd and in
oy hasd

Thanle woa. Tare Tapt and the Farest
Department s, for your dediedtion to
savirg Pakke's wildife These camera-trap
images are not just faels s computer .
they are the wsitle garbals of the mage
of nature. dive and well i Pk, o puably
are of the wmast asiing 17 opieal Janglas i
thereorld M
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ABCVE Sejra Techang, a member of the STAE tock a photog rep

h of 2 melwidc and & rormel

kopard Exgether, similar 4 the ona fimm {he foests of Kamataka published by Swacic A

Dl WA, W0 &, Dooam Do 2010,

e, SRR

L m._‘

ABODVE A memtsrof the Special Tiger Proteetion Foe that. has hsenated the fomsts of Pokke,
fdalo kino Ezawght her inacandd moment on ore of the camer traps that have Drought this

widemess folfe

ABDIE A rran wha understands all 100 wel the handshins cne taces in the serves of wildlfe. Tana

Tapi i532en hem ot the memonisl ste of yet ancther wildie sidier, tores guand P 0. visji who ost

his life ot the hands of poa hers



